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Westin Napa  



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BANK Café and Bar Inside The Westin Verasa, Napa To Host a Winemaker Dinner 

July 16, Pairing Renowned Chef’s Cuisine with Elyse Winery’s Exquisite Offerings  

Guests Will Attend a Reception and Feast Upon a Four-Course Dinner Paired with Select Wines 

Napa, Calif. (July 6, 2010) – Chef Ken Frank is teaming up with Napa Valley’s Elyse Winery to offer a Winemaker Dinner at BANK Café and Bar inside The Westin Verasa, Napa on Friday, July 16, 2010 with a reception starting at 6:30p.m. followed by dinner at 7. The dinner will showcase Frank’s exquisite cuisine and Elyse’s portfolio of vineyard-driven wines that possess an unfaltering affinity for pairing with food. 

For $59 per person, guests will enjoy a reception where they can sip the 2008 Elyse Rosé and nibble on Gougères, savory choux pastries filled with cheese. Afterwards, wine and food lovers will then feast upon a four-course dinner paired with Elyse wines. The menu features Early Girl Tomato Soup, paired with 2007 Elyse L’ Ingenue; Crispy Pork Confit with Plum Chutney together with 2007 Elyse Zinfandel, Howell Mountain; and Roast Leg of Lamb with Chick Peas and Summer Vegetable Ragout paired with 2005 Elyse Cabernet Sauvignon, Morisoli Vineyard, Rutherford. The event ends on a sweet note with fresh fruit sorbets and cookies. 

Ray Coursen, Elyse owner/founder, and winemaker Mike Trotta, will mingle with the guests, sharing their immense knowledge. Ray started Elyse winery in 1987 with his wife Nancy with 286 cases of Zinfandel from the Morisoli Vineyard, still a cornerstone vineyard source for the winery. After a decade of nomadic winemaking at various custom crush facilities, in 1997 they purchased a small winery and vineyard, which became the home of Elyse Winery and tasting room. The winery has built a solid reputation for its interesting red wine portfolio.


The July 16 Winemaker Dinner at BANK will be an expanded version of the July 12 - 18 Regional Dinner menu, weekly culinary offerings that pay tribute to different regions in France. It’s only fitting that the winemaker dinner is held on a week when the Regional Dinners pay tribute to Languedoc-Rousillon, a region renowned for its 740,300 acres of vineyards, three times the combined area of the vineyards in Bordeaux.

The Westin Verasa, Napa is located approximately two blocks west of Downtown Napa and is located near all of Napa Valley’s attractions, including the wine train, wineries, and the Oxbow Public Market. For Winemaker Dinner reservations at BANK Café and Bar, call 707-257-5151. Visit the hotel website at www.WestinNapa.com.

# # #

About Westin Hotels & Resorts

Westin Hotels & Resorts, with more than 150 hotels and resorts in more than 31 countries and territories, is owned by Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. (NYSE:HOT). Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. is one of the leading hotel and leisure companies in the world with approximately 900 properties in more than 100 countries and 155,000 employees at its owned and managed properties. Starwood Hotels is a fully integrated owner, operator and franchisor of hotels, resorts and residences with the following internationally renowned brands: St. Regis®, The Luxury Collection®, W®, Westin®, Le Méridien®, Sheraton®, Four Points® by Sheraton, and the recently launched AloftSM, and Element SM.  Starwood Hotels also owns Starwood Vacation Ownership, Inc., one of the premier developers and operators of high quality vacation interval ownership resorts. For more information, please visit www.starwoodhotels.com.
